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The Theme:”The USA”.
Objectives:
· to practice speaking on the topic;
· to widen pupils’ outlook;
· to make pupils’ more aware of the subject;
Equipment: the map of the USA, pictures of sightseeing in the USA, pictures of the things which were invented in the USA.


PROCEDURE
І. Introduction
Teacher: Good afternoon, everyone. Today we are travelling through the United States of America. We have two teams of experts who will help us during our journey and at the end we’ll see which team is the best. The people in this team are not experts so we will call them tourists. Hare we have our judges. They are pupils of the eleventh form, so they are worthy of respect. And hare is our guide.
Guide: Ladies and gentlemen! Welcome to the United States of America. I’m pleased to meet you. The weather is wonderful, and I hope that our journey will be, too. Let me introduce myself. My name is… I am your guide and a group leader. I shall accompany you everywhere. I’ll show you everything. You’ll travel through the country. You’ll visit cities and historical places, museums and theatres. There are a lot of interesting things to see. You’ll meet people and make friends. I hope that we’ll become friends.

II. Warming-up
Teacher: Before our journey let’s listen to our experts. They are authorities in their fields of Geography and Economics.
(The representatives of the teams makes theirs reports using the map of the USA.)
	Team 1: The USA is situated in the central part of the North American continent. Its western coast is washed by the Pacific Ocean and its eastern coast by the Atlantic Ocean. The area of the USA is over nine million square kilometers. The continental part of the USA consists of two highland regions and two lowland regions. The highland regions are the Appalachian Mountains in the east, and the Cordillera and the Rocky Mountains in the west. The highest peak in the Appalachian Mountains is 2,037 meters high. The highest peak of the Cordillera in the USA is 4,418 meters. Between the Rocky Mountains and the Appalachian Mountains are the central lowlands, which are called the prairie and the eastern lowlands, called the Mississippi valley. The five Great Lakes, between the USA and Canada, are joined together by short rivers or canals, and the Saint Lawrence River joins then to the Atlantic Ocean. In the west of the USA there is another lake called the Great Salt Lake. The main rivers of the USA are Mississippi, which flows into the Gulf of Mexico, the Colorado and the Columbia which flow into the Pacific Ocean, the Saint Lawrence River and the Hudson River, Which flow into the Atlantic Ocean. The USA is very large country, so it has several different climatic regions. The coldest regions are in the north and north-east where much snow falls in winter. The south has a subtropical climate. Hot winds blowing from the Gulf of Mexico often bring typhoons. The climate along the Pacific coast is much warmer than that of the Atlantic coast. The region around the Great Lakes is known for its changeable weather.
	Team 2: The USA is a highly developed industrial country, and its agriculture is highly mechanized. Coal is found in many parts of the country: in the Cordillera Mountains, in the state of Kansas, in the east near Birmingham and Pittsburgh. The state of Illinois is especially rich in coal. Iron is mined near the Great Lakes and in other areas. The USA has rich oil-fields in California, Texas, Alaska and other regions. It holds first place in the capitalist world for production of coal, iron, oil and natural gas. The heavy industries are for the most part in the Middle West, in the region of the Great Lakes, around Detroit and Chicago, in the north-eastern states and near Birmingham. The automobile industry and all kinds of machine-building are highly developed especially in and near Detroit, in California and in the areas of heavy industry. Ship-building is developed along the Atlantic coast and also in San Francisco and Seattle on the Pacific coal. The textile industry is concentrated in the north-east, in Boston and other cities; but it is especially well developed in the South, where much cotton is grown, in the Mississippi valley. The USA has a highly developed railway system. It also has the best system of roads in the capitalist word. The Great Lakes and the rivers, especially the Saint Lawrence River and the Mississippi, are used for transport. American agriculture produces more food products than any other capitalist country. Much of them are exported. In the Middle West very much grain is grow. Fresh fruit and vegetables come all the year round from the southern regions, especially Florida, from California and south-western states. The highlands in the west of the country are famous for their cattle-farming Poultry-farming and vegetable growing are concentrated in the countryside near all the big cities.

III. Brainstorming
 Teacher: Now our experts are ready for the journey. And what about our tourists? Let`s give them this crossword puzzle. Try to guess the words during the journey. If everybody is ready, let`s start.
Guide: We are beginning our journey in the most ancient English town in the USA. It is situated on the Atlantic coast. It was founded in 1620. Do you know its name?
Tourists: It is New Plymouth.
Guide: Now we are on the American continent.
Teacher: The American continent differs very much from Europe. There are a lot of animals in America, which you can`t find in Europe. I am sure that you know about them. Let our experts give you some riddles about these animals.
	(The representatives of the teams ask tourists fan questions in turn.)
· What is a big bird living in North America? (bald eagle)
· What is a large animal of the cat family having a golden fur with black spots? (jaguar)
· What is an American snake? (rattle-snake)
· What is the bison of North America? (buffalo)
· What is a small brightly coloured bird? (humming-bird)
· What is a bear with large head and body and brown or grey fur? ( grizzly-bear)
· What is a toothless animal eats ants? (anteater)
· What is a small animal having brownish grey fur and black mask like markings? (raccoon)
· What is an animal of the dog family? (coyote)
· What is an animal having an amour like shell of plates? (armadillo)

IV. Speaking
	Teacher. But it is not only animals that are different. When the first Europeans came to America they saw many strange plants and they took some of them to Europe. Tourists, do you know which ones they were?
	Tourists: Potato, tomato, tobacco, cocoa, maize, etc.
Team 2:
1. In 1492 Christopher Columbus discovered the American continent.
2. In 1620 the first Englishmen came to America on the “Mayflower”.
3. If I am not mistaken, in 1773 an incident named the Boston Tea Party took place.
4. From 1775 to 1783 the war for independence of American colonies from British rule lasted.
5. In 1776 the Declaration of Independence was written by Thomas Jefferson and some often people and adopted in Philadelphia.
6. As far as I Remember, the US Constitution was adopted in 1788.
Team 1:
1. In 1801 Washington, the capital of the United States was built in District of Colubmia.
Team 2:
 On October 12, 1492, Columbus discovered the first island in America. The first celebration of the discovery, Columbus Day, was help in New York City in 1792.
	Halloween is celebrated on October 31. It is a holiday for young people and children. They make lanterns out of pumpkins. Some people make parties and dress up like ghosts and witches.
Another holiday is Veterans’ Day on November 11. During the Day there are usually parades and ceremonies help in honour of these who fell in the two World Wars.
Thanksgiving Day comes on the fourth Thursday in November. In the autumn of 1621, the Pilgrim Fathers celebrated their first harvest festival in America and called it Thanksgiving Day. Since that time Thanksgiving Day has been celebrated every year.
Christmas is celebrated on December 25. It is a religious holiday. Just before Christmas day people send Christmas and Hew Year greetings to their friends and relatives. Stores, post-offices, banks and business places close for this day, schools and colleges close between Christmas and New Year’s Day. People usually stay at home at Christmas-time, and spend the day with their families.
	Teacher: But the Americans don’t just have holidays. They also work, and they work a lot. New inventions are appearing every day. Many of them are made in the USA. Here are some things which were invested in America. What cam you tell us about them?
	(Bring in the things which were invented in the USA. Representatives of the teams take them and tell about them.)
· The telephone wan invented in 1876 by Alexander Bell
· The electric light bulb was invented in 1879 by Thomas Edison.
· The nylon was invented in 1927.
· The transistor was invented in 1947.
• The structure of the DNA was invented by Watson 
in 1962.
Guide^ Now we are going to visit the largest city of the USA. It is the industrial and cultural centre of the country. What city is it? 
Tourists: It is New York.
For many people New York is the symbol of the USA. First it was inhabited by the word live here now.
Teacher: Yes, that’s true. Descendants of people from all over the world live in the USA. Now they have a
common history, culture and language. What language do the Americans speak?
Pupil 1: they speak English.
Teacher: Yes, English. But it is not the same language as the English people speak. There is a difference in the spelling of some wards. Here are worlds written the American way. Please, can two tourists come up to the Blackboard and give the British spellings of the words.
	American
	British

	Catalog
	Catalogue

	Program
	Programme

	Color
	Colour

	Labor
	Labour

	Honor
	Nonour

	Traveler
	Traveler

	Center
	Centre

	Meter
	Metre

	Theater
	theatre


	Some things have different names in America to Great Britain. Please, take the cards with the British words and give their American equivalents.
	British
	American

	sweet
	candy

	flat
	apartment

	form
	grade

	maize
	corn

	football
	soccer

	cinema
	movie

	lift
	elevator

	post
	mail

	minister
	secretary

	autumn
	fall

	biscuits
	cookies



Teacher: There is also a difference in pronunciation.
I’ll read you some of the words the American way and you
	Words

	brass

	glass

	dance

	can’t

	ask

	last

	either

	neither

	Clerk

	Derby


will sa 














Guide: Next we’ll visit the capital of the USA, Washington. It is not a large city. There is no industry in it, just administrative buildings and places of interest. What are they?
Pupils: The Capitol Building, the White House, the Lincoln memorial, Fort Washington, the Smithsonian Institution and others.
Teacher: Now let’s talk about some other places of interest in America. Maybe our experts can tell us about them.
(Representatives of the teams describe the pictures of sightseeing in the USA.)
Team 1:
1. The Statue of Liberty on the Manhattan Island meets people coming to America.
2. A bridge over the Niagara River connects the two states – Canada to the Left and the USA to the right.
3. Here you can see Disneyland built by Wait Disney Los Angeles.
4. This is San Francisco, the capital of the state of California.
5. The Rocky Mountains are in the west of the USA. In the Rockies there are several peaks about five thousand meters high.
6. This is Columbia University in New York.
7. In this picture you can see the Pentagon.
8. And this is the Capitol, the seat of the Congrees.

Team 2:
1. The Washington Monument in also called the Pencil. It is 5 hundred and fifty five feet high.
2. This is the Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco. It is situated on the Pacific coast.
3. This is the Grand Canyon.
4. Manhattan is an island, which forms the heart of New York.
5. Boston is known for its universities. Here is one of them.
6. Here you can see the United Nations building in New York/
7. The White House is the President’s residence.
8. The National Gallery of Art is also situated in Washington.
Teacher: And what about the crossword? Have you worked out all the answers? Our judges will check it.

V. Summing-up
I think that our journey is coming to an end. Let the experts ask their final questions to the opposing team.
Two questions each, please.
Team 1:
1. What is the former name of New York? ( New Amsterdam)
2. What is the real name of O. Henry? (William Porter)
3. Who was the first president of the USA? (George Washington)
4. How many states signed the Declaration of Independence? (13)
5. Who wrote the first detective stories? (Edgar Poe)
6. What river joins the Great Lakes to the Atlantic Ocean? (the St. Lawrence River)
7. Which is the largest stage ? (Alaska)
8. What is the region where wheat and maize are grown? (Corn Belt)
9. What river flows through Washington. D.C.? (Potomac)
10. What is the flag of the USA called? (Stars and Stripes)

Team 2:
1. What is the highest building in Washington ? (the Capitol)
2. What is the name of the parliament? ( Congress)
3. How many senator are there in the Congress?
4. What are the most popular team sports in the USA?
(baseball, basketball, football)
5. What is the first state of the USA?
6. What is the oldest college of the USA? (Harvard)
7. What is the longest river? (the Mississippi)
8. In what country was the Statue of Liberty made? (France)
9. What is the real name of Mark Twain? (Samuel Clemens)
10. What is the former capital of the USA? (Philadelphia)

Guide: At the end of our journey we are going to visit one more city. It is situated in the Mississippi valley. It is a cultural centre and the birthplace of jazz. Which city is it?
	Tourists : it is New Orleans
	Teacher: Now we are in a cultural centre and our tourists are going to show us an amateur performance. It is an act from one of the most famous American musicals “My Fair Lady” by Alan Lerner. The action takes place at Ascot, in Mrs. Higgins’s box. Professor Higgins is going to introduce Eliza Doolittle to his mother her guests.
Let our judges tell us the final score.
V. Summarizing.
What topic have we revised at lesson today? What new words have you learned? What new information have you found about the USA? Which of the tasks did you like most?
Our lesson is over.

	







